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Group Art Unit 3618 
Examiner Not Yet Known 
Confirmation No. 9581 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 CFR §1.56 and in accordance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98, the following information is brought to the attention of 
the Examiner for his or her consideration during the examination of the instant application. 

The documents identified below are being brought to the attention of the Examiner as 
being relevant for reasons cited in parent application No. 10/054,913, as explained below. 

The following seven documents were cited by Applicants in an information disclosure 
statement filed on April 25, 2002 in the aforementioned parent application (and, in accordance 
with 37 CFR §1.98 and MPEP §609, copies of the following documents are not enclosed, 
inasmuch as copies have been made of record in the parent application): 
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Applicants 
ppln. No. 
0 7 m nfycktt No. 

Customer No. 
Filed 
Title 




Francois GIRARD et al. 
10/635,600 
P23947 
7055 

August 7, 2003 

BINDING DEVICE WITH 
FRONT UNFASTENING 
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U.S. Patent No. 3,955,825 (KUBELKA et al.), issued on May 11, 1976; 
U.S. Patent No. 4,959,913 (PROVENCE t al.), issued on October 2, 1990; 
French Patent Publication No. 2 264 572 (GERTSCH AG.), published on October 
17, 1975; 

French Patent Publication No. 2 634 131 (SALOMON S. A.), published on January 
19, 1990; 

French Patent Publication No. 2 804 613 (SALOMON S.A.), published on August 
10, 2001; 

Netherlands Patent Publication No. 1008552 (HANDELSONDERNEMING 
KWAST TE WESTZAAN), published on September 21, 1999; 

International Patent Publication No. WO 95/32773 (KANSONEN), published on 
December 7, 1995. 

The following eight documents were cited by the Examiner in his Office action of August 
28, 2003 in the aforementioned parent application (and, in accordance with 37 CFR §1.98 and 
MPEP §609, copies of the following documents are not enclosed, inasmuch as copies have been 
made of record in the parent application): 

U.S. Patent No. 3,834,723 (ERLEBACH), issued on September 10, 1974; 

U.S. Patent No. 3,924,869 (STRUB), issued on December 9, 1975; 

U.S. Patent No. 4,191,395 (SALOMON), issued on March 4, 1980; 

U.S. Patent No. 4,403,785 (HOTTEL), issued on September 13, 1983; 

U.S. Patent No. 4,418,937 (SALOMON), issued on December 6, 1983; 

U.S. Patent No. 4,653,203 (DeMATTHEIS), issued on March 31, 1987; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,062,586 (KORMAN), issued on May 16, 2000; 

German Patent Publication No. 36 40 220 (STRUB), published on June 9, 1988. 
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In addition to the fifteen documents cited above, which had been made of record in the 
aforementioned parent application, the following documents are brought to the attention of the 
Examiner as being relevant for having been cited in a search report in French priority 
Application No. 02.10185, one of two priority applications upon which the instant application 
is based (documents cited in a search report issued in connection with an earlier-filed priority 
application (French Application No. 01.01603 were cited in the aforementioned parent 
application and are mentioned above). A copy of the search report of the aforementioned 
priority application FR 02.10185, and a copy of an annex thereto, indicating "family member" 
documents, are attached. 

For compliance with the "concise explanation" requirement set forth in 37 CFR 
§1.98(a)(3), consistent with U.S. Patent and Trademark Office policy, Applicants describe below 
any comments relating to pertinent portions of the respective documents, where such comments 
appear in the search report. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,836,572 (POZZOBON), issued on June 6, 1989, is cited in the 
aforementioned search report of priority application FR 02.10185 as being a document that is 
pertinent to the general state of the art (i.e., a category "A" document) with regard to the 
invention recited in claims 1, 4, and 14 of that priority application. The entirety of US '572 is 
cited as being pertinent. 

International Patent Publication No. WO 01/93963 (ROTTEFELLA AS), published on 
December 13, 2001, is cited in the aforementioned search report of priority application FR 
02.10185 as being a document that is pertinent to the general state of the art (i.e., a category 
"A" document) with regard to the invention recited in claims 1, 3, 4, 8, 10, and 14 of that 
priority application. The entirety of WO '963 is cited as being pertinent. 
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U.S. Application Publication No. 2003/0168830 (HAUGHLIN), published on September 
11, 2003, is an English language family member of WO '963. 

In addition, the following documents are brought to the attention of the Examiner as being 
relevant for reasons mentioned in the specification of the instant application: 

International Application No. WO 00/13755 (SALOMON S.A.), published on March 16, 
2000, is cited in paragraphs 0005, 0006, 0010 of the specification of the instant application; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,499,761 (QUELLAIS), issued on December 31, 2002, is cited in 
paragraphs 0005, 0006, 0010, 0018 of the specification of the instant application; 

European Patent Publication No. 890 379 (FRITSCHI), published on January 13, 1999, 
is cited in paragraph 0005 of the specification of the instant application; 

International Application No. WO 96/37269 (GIERVELD), published on November 28, 
1996, is cited in paragraphs 0007 and 0010 of the specification of the instant application; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,113,111 (GIERVELD et al.), issued on September 5, 2000, is cited 
in paragraphs 0007, 0010, 0015, 0018 of the specification of the instant application; 

European Patent Publication No. 913 102 (SALOMON S.A.), published on May 6, 1999, 
is cited in paragraph 0019 of the specification of the instant application; 

European Patent Publication No. 913 103 (SALOMON S. A.), published on May 6, 1999, 
is cited in paragraph 0019 of the specification of the instant application; 

U.S. Patent No. 6,289,610 (GIRARD et al.), issued on September 18, 2001, is cited in 
paragraph 0019 of the specification of the instant application. 

Finally, U.S. Patent No. 6,017,050 (GIRARD), issued on January 25, 2000 is brought 
to the attention of the Examiner. 
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In accordance with 37 CFR §1.98 and MPEP §609, except for documents that had been 
cited in Applicants' aforementioned parent application, a copy of each of the above-mentioned 
documents is attached. Further, each document mentioned above is listed on the attached PTO- 
1449 form to permit the Examiner to indicate his or her consideration thereof. 

The Examiner is requested to consider the documents cited above and to confirm such 
consideration by appropriately initialling the listings on the PTO-1449 forms and returning a 
copy of the initialled forms to Applicants. 

Any comments or questions concerning this application can be directed to the undersigned 
at the telephone or fax number given below. 



November 6, 2003 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston, VA 20191 

703-716-1191 (telephone) 
703-716-1180 (fax) 



Respectfully submitted, 
Francois GIRARD et al 




Barnes L. Rowland 
Reg. No. 32,674 
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